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crop wW be down to 6.2 miUlon balel 
(mb) 01180 kg each from I'" time', 7~ 
mb. Not only Is there a ma~r (aU lr 
production, the crop quaUty Is al"Jute spins amodern yarn 
not~: 

The crop shortfall ls somewha 

Afew jute companies are reaping the benefits ofdiversifying into agro-textiles and designer bags, lntrlculn, since during the sowinl 

buta likelyshortage ofgood quality jute this year could hobble their progress 

IUIWBOII 
)Co/kala, 8octobtr 

T
he oYer a ccntury-and-a-half
old jute mill Industry In the 
country is sharply divided In 
two groups . J\bOUl half a 

dozen composite iute factories have 
tly way of riskinG Investment In ncw· 
age value Bdded products (VAP) 
requirinG Installallon of modem 
machlnery and bringing about matar 
changes In work culture In I hl&:hly 
unioni5ed industrycnvlroruncnt have 
seen their profits sou". 

A text ile ministry note uys 
around 90 per cent of the Industry's 
annual production ranglne from 1.15 
million tonnes (mil to 1.25 mt In 
recent years Is domC!sticaJly con
sumed as I packaging material. But in 
this industry. a few truly modem fac
tories have managed to earn anythlng 
between 20 and 30 per cent of their 
revenues from expons. The majority 
in {he industry have. however, 
remained frazen In time. 

The stock market has not (ailed to 
takc nO(e o( the success ot the small 
group o( jute mills, which made bold 
not to remain bound by tradillonai 
constrUctions such as sacldng bags. 
hessian cloth and yarn and archaic 

FIBRE OFTHE FUTURE Indi.'lIawjute 
ProductJon ofjutegoods In India (In '000 \Dnnes) position In 2017-18 

__ 6n million bale< of 
Ap,· M" _ . SI4Io, ~ litho" ,.tII 180kg each) 

10lH2 2!9.' 1,16S.1 3.6 1T!.S 1,58H .Supply 

101l·1l 110.0 1218 2 1.9 160.3 1,591.3 Openingstodc 1.1 

S'-7=--,~202 .5 ~~1:~15:70::~_-73.~]-;:1I:71~ ~~;~.:rn.,::-IID10l!·1~ : . 5~I,~5::27:7.7 
101~·15 m.l 'lOU ; .0 151.2 1,267.3 Tiltal: 9.8!D 10 
1015·16 196.5 89L9 0.0 128.9 1,217.3 • ConIumption 
1016·17 US.6 811.6 0.0 92.3 1,1~2.5 MW~: 7; ID<aI oII·mitl: I 
~::-:'-:-:-"':'::-::---';8::-2~".~3--70:: ...2~:! ~.~!~,!,1011·18' 158.5 .0~~97l~5-:1"',O"'7-::6.73 

Sou",,; ~UOn. J __ ICWlI'CII'(vp10 fotb"t' 

production practices. Owners of and soU enriching biodegradable Obre 
shares o(Chevk>t. Gloster. Ludlow and poslng no disposable problem. 
B11la Corporauon have been rewarded Any mention o( Jute YAP will 
with ma~rcapital appreclatJon. recu· Immediately conjure up an Imlle of 
tar dividend and share buyback. ba,s (or shopping. an eco·friendly 

LudlowChainnan RV Kanoria says: replacement forpwtlc bags. But VAP 
*Thanks to the initiative ofa few con· Is an expanding universe that 
stltuents of the industry. Ihe brand presently includes ceo-tcxt.lles, apo· 
equity ofour diversified ;ute products textiles, composites. fabrtclii made o( 
Ls established In many pans of the lute In blends with other natural 
world: But this needs to bt! funher fibres and many lIfestyle products 
strengthened by the Industry explor· such as d4:slener bliS for women and 
ing new markets riding: on the &rowing fumfstdng fabrics. Not many wlU be 
world concern about poUuuon caused aware that the humble Jute In the 
by unbridled use ofsynthetJa. UnUke form of comp06ltes Is findlng Increu· 
plastic, whicb Is derived from a fossU Inc appUc:atlon in Ihe interiors ofears 
fuel,lute Is an eco·friendly. renewable made by the like' of Mercedes , 
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Pu/so.,." tD Rig~ltil)l'ls 29 of th, StCUrilies hd~ll'lg , Baird allrntitl 
IUl ting Obligations and Oisclosus, Requtre;"fMIntsl Re9uliilioflS. 2015. 
ifltfrl i tion is h.,. by gl~tn thlt I Board M~altn9 at EJMCO ELEeOH 
(I~mI A J LTD . wi~ be convened on ruu.by. 3u- Ottober. 2018 ta 
conlider and Ippr:m lnl Un·Audit.d Fi.no:i..! Ruulil IBelh 
Sl mda!one aod Conso~~ltld) of the Cctf~rrr Iilf r,t QUillerJ Hllf 
Y.ar e.1did on 30· S.pttmb .... 2018. 
The intimation is lisa IVii l.1ble II -Haws· Silcli~n of thfl Company's 
website .t Yt'WYt·.aimcolltcon.in Ind on the Mbsill c.f thl Stock 
h char..n II WWw.bllindia.comlnd 'NWw.n.$lindiuQm. 
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month6ofMarch and Aprllthewcath 
er In West BenpJ. the pr1ncipa150uro 
of jute for makIn, qckln& bags, wa. 

Toyot a and Tesla. quite favour.ble. According to tho 
The local demand (or ,eo-Ientlcs. Indian Jute Balers AssocIaUon (JBA 

whJch prevents waste of construction Secretary General SP Bakshi . -Th, 
materials whUe aUowlng water move  growers frustrated by sellinc jute a 
ment In bulldln. of highways .nd low prices last liClSOn moved lands tl 
roacts.1s to grow at high rates asunder other crops such as ollseeds and vCI 
the Bhantmala Pariyclana. 66.100 km elables. The fibre quality depend 
of road5 wUl be built to strcngthen the much on wh.t .seeds an: made avall 
country's hlChway network. At the able to them and availabUlty of wale 
oame time. the &lobal marl<ct for jute In for renJng lute.1bere have been prot: 
construction 15 expanding wltb the lcmr; this year on these two councs. 
developing and emerclng countries Agalnst last year's 653,740 hectare 
stren&theninc thelr Infrastructure. under jute, the crop Is grown only o 

or the 78 working julC mills in the 494.150 hectares In 2018-19. I f there 
country, 15 many as 61 are on the a setback In crop in West Bengal, 
banks of the nver Hooehly In Wcst cannot be otherwLse In tute growln 
Bengal where most of the country" centn:a In B&n&ladesh where the qua 
raw tutc Is groWfL The dlscomfonlng lty too is down. 
fact about the Industry Is that except Quality (all of raw lute wlU male 
the sLx factories, all the others, assured opcl1ltlon ofV~maldn& factories dl 
of covemment orders for bap under ficult. They arc alreadY under pre! 
the Jute Packaglnc Materials (JPM) sure since January with th 
Act. 1987. for packing of foodgrains, Bangladesh ,ovcnuncnt puttIng: a ba 
care tittle for product diversUlcatJon. on expon of uncut raw lute. Th 
The Act ordains that 90 Dhaka move w, 
per cent of the country's VAP I, In _ndlnl prompted by New DcU 
fooderalns and 20 per uRtv.mtMt putting .ntldumpln 
cent of sugar production p....ntIy Indud.. duty on lute goods trOT 
wUI have tobecompuLso~ leo-tatllts, I,ro Bangladesh and susp 
rily packed in lute ba~. tlXtJlet, mmposltal, cion that some lradel 
Kanona says purchases of I.brio mad. of jut. In there were exportln 
lute bags by ,ovemment bl.nd. with OCher hl!;h gl'lldcs of raw lute 
agencies on a cost plus nmral flbrls and uncut lute. According 
basis arc enabling the mlnyllfostyt. the JDA. India'slmpor 
Industry to generate sur products such II of rilw Jute last year WC 

pluse..'i. The fact remains deiliner b.p and 400.000 bales. india 
howcver much a factory furnlshl", I'obrl" factortes makJng VAll f 
is diversified. It must exports seck Bangladcs 
depend on government origin jute for 1(5 $111 
orders for b~s to ensure hleh levels of lustre. Hopefully, India will be able 
usc of their spinning and weaving prevail upon Dhaka to Iltt the ban c 
cap.clty. New age jute products are raw Jute cxpons. 
not about tonnage. but high margins. The ch.allenge for the govern me 

11 wUl be ideal If Instead of the Is 10 rid the Industry of the percnn 
industry pleading (or -extension of uncertainty about the local crop qu 
JPM Act- ewryyear. the Industry has Ity. It 15 with this In view that N. 
the assurance ofgovernment s(k:king Delhi asstcncd National Jute Board 
to food grains packaging In Me ba,c.s at launch thcJute-1CARE (improved c 
the current ratt! oYer longer per1ods. tlvatJon and advanced rettlng ex 
Kanona says. On Its part. lute factories else) programme In 1015. now elCter 
must ensure at all times uninterrupt ed up to March 2020. 1 
ed supplyofbagl; of right quality. The comprehensive procramme. inch 
challenge this scuon for the Indus· Ingsupply ofcenlfied seedti, Une S( 

try wtll be to make regular suppUe5 lneoflule uslngsceddrtU. weed m 
of ba,s to ,ovemment procurement .ment and scientific rett1na that ' 
a,encies In an environment o( an a bi, beann, on lute quaUty. has 
expectcG malor raw lute crop shon· potential to increase grower Inco 
fall. but a ,000 lthariffoOO&nllrui pro by UO,OOO a hectare by way of loy 
duction. Leadln, lute trader Jyotl In, cultivation COSt and Improv 
Kutharl uys. -The 2018-19 raw jute prodUCtivity. 
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